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1. ST. PHILOMENA'S IS A SMALL ORPHANAGE FOR COLORED GIRLS 
(APPROXIMATELY 80 CURRENTLY IN RESIDENCE) OPERATED BY A GROUP 
OF CATHOLIC NUNS AND WHITE LAYWOMEN. IT HAS AN EXCELLENT 
REPUTATION IN DURBAN AND THE COLORED COMMUNITY AND IS WELL 
KNOWN IN NATAL. IT IS A HIGHLY WORTHWHILE CHARITY WHICH HAS 
RECEIVED FINANCIAL SUPPORT FROM A NUMBER OF GROUPS AND BUSINESSES 
INCLUDING SOME WITHIN SOUTH AFRICA. ITS NEW FACILITIES, NOW 
ALMOST COMPLETE, ARE AN IMPRESSIVE TESTAMENT TO THE HARD WORK 
OF THE STATE AND THE MOTHER SUPERIOR, SISTER GENEVIEVE. 

2. REFTEL B (SUBMITTED IN RESPONSE TO USUN 669, MARCH 8) 

DESCRIBED POLITICAL DIFFICULTIES BEING ENCOUNTERED BY ST. PHILO- 
MENA'S IN CONNECTION WITH ITS FUND-RAISING CAMPAIGN. BRIEFLY, 

THE SAG HAS INVESTIGATED THE HOME AND ITS SOURCES OF FINANCING, 
POSSIBLY AS THE RESULT OF AN APPEAL FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
WHICH MCHUGH OF MANAGEMENT AND FUNDING SERVICES (MFS) SENT TO 
U.S. CORPORATIONS. IN SOME CASES THESE APPEALS WERE ALSO 
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FORWARDED TO SOUTH AERICAN AFILIATES OF THE U.S. CORPORATIONS, 

AND REPORTEDLY INCLUDED SOME COMMENTS CRITICAL OF THE SAG 
AND APARTHEID. IN DISCUSSIONS WITH CONOFFS, SISTER GENEVIEVE 
HAS EXPRESSED HER CONCERN THAT SAG PRESSURE MIGHT INCREASE 
AND THE HOME MIGHT RISK BEING CLOSED IF IT BECAME CON- 
TROVERSIAL. SHE BELIEVES IT ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT THAT ANY 
FURTHER WRITTEN APPEALS FOR FUNDS NOT CONTAIN STATEMENTS WHICH 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


THE SAG COULD REGARD AS CRITICAL OF ITS POLICIES. SHE 
RECENTLY HAS HAD DIFFICULTY RECEIVING MAIL FROM MFS AND SUSPECTS 
HER POST IS BEING INTERCEPTED BY SAG OFFICIALS LOOKING FOR 
INCRIMINATING LETTERS. SR. GENEVIEVE SAYS SHE RECENTLY 
TELEPHONED MCHUGH TO ADVISE HIM OF THIS PROBLEM. 

3. AS FAR AS SR. GENEIVE AND POST KNOW, ONLY CONNECTION WITH 
MCHUGH IS AS A SALARIED EMPLOYEE OF MFS, A FIRM ENGAGED TO 
CONDUCT ST. PHILOMENA'S FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE CAMPAIGN. 
ORPHANAGE'S PRESENT SITUATION DESCRIBED BY MCHUGH PARA 2, 

REF A, IS ESSENTIALLY ACCURATE. 

4. RE ACTION REQUEST PARA 4 REF A, DEPARTMENT WOULD BE IN 
BETTER POSITION TO ADVISE ON MISSION REP'S ACTING AS ST. 

PHILOMENA PATRON (POST RECOLLECTION IS THAT EITHER BY RULE 
OR TRADITION, PRACTICE USUALLY IS AVOIDED BY USG EMPLOYEES). 

FROM LOCAL STANDPOINT, HOWEVER, INCREASED PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
BY U.S. OFFICIALS CONCEIVABLY COULD DRAW GREATER SAG 
ATTENTION (WHICH ST. PHILOMENA'S DOES NOT WANT) OR RESULT 

IN RESTRICTIONS AGAINST THE HOME. POST UNDERSTANDS OTHER 
PROMINENT AMCITS SUCH AS ARTHUR ASHE AND SARGENT SHRIVER 
ARE MEMBERS OF THE ST. PHILOMENA BUILDING FUND AND HAVE 
ACTIVELY SUPPORTED THE CAMPAIGN. POSSIBLY THEY COULD BE 
ENCOURAGED TO MAKE APPROACHES TO CORPORATIONS MENTIONED IN 
PARA 3 REFTEL A. 
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